REFERENCE-----REFORMATION.

the first of modern tenors. He published
an autobiography in 1889.

Reference, in law, the process of assign-
ing a cause depending in court, or some
particular point in a cause for a hearing
and decision, to persons appointed by the
court.

Referendum is a term used in the Swiss
Confederation to denote the reference to the
citizen voters of resolutions or laws passed
by their representatives. If these, when
so referred, are accepted by the majority of
the voters of the canton, then they become
part of the law of the land; but if they
are rejected, then the rejection is final. The
referendum is obligatory when the law or
resolution affects the constitution; in other
cases it is optional, and may be demanded
on the requisition of a certain number of
voters.

Refining of Metals, the processes by which
the various metals are extracted from their
ores, and obtained in a state of purity. See
the articles on the several metals.

Reflection, specifically, in physics, the
change of direction which a ray of light,
radiant heat, sound, or other form of ra-
diant energy, experiences when it strikes
upon a surface and is thrown back into the
same medium from which it approached.
When a perfectly elastic body strikes a hard
and fixed plane obliquely it rebounds from
it, making the angle of reflection equal to
the angle of incidence. This is also the
case with light, but the light undergoes the
change known as polarization. See Polar-
ization, Optics.

Reflector, a polished surface of metal, or
any other suitable material, applied for the
purpose of re-

flecting rays of
light, heat, or
sound in any
required direc-
tion. Reflectors
may be either
plane or curvi-
linear ; of the
former the com-
mon mirror is
a familiar ex-
ample. Curvi-
linear reflectors
admit of a

Parabolic Reflector.

great variety of forms, according to the pur-
poses for which they are employed; they
may be either convex or concave, spherical,
elliptical, parabolic, or hyperbolic, &c. The
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parabolic form is perhaps the most gener-
ally serviceable, being used for many pur-
poses of illumination, as well as for various
highly important philosophical instruments.
The annexed cut is a section of a ship lan-
tern fitted with an argand lamp and para-
bolic reflector, a a IB the reflector, b the
lamp, situated in the focus of the polished
concave paraboloid, c the oil cistern, d the
outer frame of the lantern, and e the chim-
ney for the escape of the products of com-
bustion. See Optics, Lighthouse,
Reflexive Verb, in grammar, a verb which
has for its direct object a pronoun which
stands for the agent or subject of the verb,
as I bethought myself; the witness forswore
himself. Pronouns of this class are called
reflexive pronouns, and in English are gen-
erally compounds with self; as, to deny
one's self; though such examples also occur
as: he bethought him how he should act,
* I do repent me.'
Reflex Nervous Action, in physiology,
those actions of the nervous system whereby
an impression is transmitted along sensory
nerves to a nerve centre, from which again
it is reflected to a motor nerve, and so calls
into play some muscle whereby movements
are produced. These actions are performed
involuntarily, and often unconsciously, as
the contraction of the pupil of the eye when
exposed to strong light. See Nerve.
Reform, PABLIAMENTARY. See Britain,
History.
Reformation, the term generally applied
to the religious revolution in the 16th cen-
tury which divided the "Western Church
into the two sections known as the Roman
Catholic and the Protestant. Before this
era the pope exercised absolute authority
over the whole Christian Church with the
exception of those countries in which the
Greek or Eastern Church had been estab-
lished. He also claimed supremacy in tem-
poral affairs wherever his spiritual authority
was recognized. Various abuses had in pro-
cess of time sprung up in the Church, and
attention had often been called to these both
by laymen and clerics. An important move-
ment in the direction of a reformation was
begun by WickJiffe (1324-84) in^ England,
a movement which, on the Continent, was
developed by Huss (1369-1415) and Jerome
of Prague (1360-1416) with their Bohemian
followers; but the times were not ripe for
combined opposition. New and powerful
influences, however, were now at work.
Tfce Renaissance increased the number of